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"PRIESTHOOD AND PRESIDENCY. 


CLA or THE “JosEPHITE” on “REORGANIZED” CHURCH EXAMINED 
AND ComPAaRED WITH Reason AND REVELATION. 


W. PENROSE. 


On the 6th of April, 1860, a meeting was held at Amboy, Illinois, composed 
of a small number of persons, most, if not all of whom had seceded from 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. They had assembled at 
the call of Zenos H. Gurley and Reuben Newkirk, and came from Wiscon- 
sin, Illinois, and Michigan. At this so-called “Conference” J oseph Smith 
(son of the martyred Prophet who was slain at Carthage, June 27, 1844) 
presented himself and expressed his willingness to accept the position of 
their leader. He had been several times invited to assume that position 
and now complied with the request. He was received with great j joy, and 
after making a brief address, in which he pledged himself to promulgate 
no doctrine that should not be approved by them, the people assembled 
accepted him as a Prophet and the successor of his deceased father; the 
President of the assembly, William Marks, saying, “Brother Joseph, I 
present this Church to you in the name of Jesus Christ.“ Mr. Smith took 
the present thus tendered and he was ordained President of the High 


Priesthood and President of the Church by William Marks, Zenos H. 


Gurley, Samuel Powers and W. W. Blair. The religious society of which 
the present Joseph Smith was thus made President is commonly known 
as “The Josephite Church, but is called by its members “The Reorgan- 
ized Charch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.” 
The term “Reor; 85 implies and is a confession that the society 
which invented and — it is not the original Church of Jesus Christ 
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of Latter-day Saints. That was organized April 6th, 1830, at Fayette, 
Seneca Co., New York, afterwards had its headquarters at Kirtland, Ohio, 
then at Independence, Missouri, next at Far West, Missouri, following 
that at Nauvoo, Illinois, and subsequently at Salt Lake City, Utah, where 
it still remains. | 

But it is claimed that the original Church, established by revelation 
from God through Joseph Smith the Martyr, became disorganized at his 
death. Also that it was rejected by the Almighty with its dead. And 
further, that on the decease of the first President of the Church no one 
could legally succeed him in that office but his eldest son. Therefore 
that which was the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on June 
27th, 1844, was not the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on June 
28th, 1844! By what process an organization so perfect in all its depart- 
ments and offices and councils and quorums, with branches in various 
parts of the United States, and also in Europe and on the Isles of the Sea, 
could become disorganized because its chief presiding officer was slain, 
has not been made to appear. Certainly there have been from that day 
to the present no signs or evidences of disorganization in that religious 
body. It has been preserved intact, with its name, doctrines, ordinances, 
_ priesthood, vital force, mission work, unity, gifts, powers, spirit and 

growth, and is to-day recognized as the most splendid and perfect eccle- 
siastical organization on the face of the earth. 

Consideration of the singular claims set up by the disciples of the 
“Reorganization” would be superfluous in view of their absurdity, were 
it not for the fact that a number of worthy men and women have been 
deceived by the sophistry and perversions resorted to by advocates of 
“Josephism.” Its leading spirits are chiefly persons who have been ex- 
communicated from the Church of Christ for apostasy and other offenses. 
It would be labor in vain to point out to them their inconsistencies and 
egregious errors. But people who have been led into acceptance of their 
foolish theories by the advancement of some principles which are true, 
scriptura] and essential, and have thus been drawn by a glimmering of 
light into mists and darkness, may be rescued and guided into the straight 
and narrow way where the sun shines in its fulness, by a plain presenta- 
tion of simple truths and a refutation of cunning falsehoods. It is for 
their benefit that these lines are written. 

First, let us examine the grounds on which it is asserted that the Church 
established by the Prophet Joseph has been disorganized and rejected. 
For, if they are untenable, the claims of the “Reorganization” have no 
basis. If there has been no disorganization, there can be no valid reason 
for a reorganization. At the death of Joseph Smith the First Presidency 
of the Church consisted of Joseph Smith, President, Sidney Rigdon, 
Counselor. William Law, the other Counselor, had been excommunicated. 
The martyrdom disorganized that council or quorum, but did that dis- 
organize the Church? If so, then the Church will be disorganized when- 
ever its President shall be removed by death or otherwise. There is 
nothing in the revelations of God or the order of the priesthood which 
justifies such a palpable absurdity. On that hypothesis, when Jesus 
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Christ was alain his Church was disorganized. - Also if the 6 
Church shall lose its present President it will become disorganized. An 
institution which would be subject to dissolution in such a manner would 
have no claim to divine origin, and would be a most miserable kind of 
human establishment, more like the product of lunacy than the result of 
ordinary reason, to say nothing of divine revelation. _- 

The Church organized April 6th, 1830, continued after the death of its 
first President under the direction of the Twelve Apostles for about three 
and a half years, when the First Presidency was reorganized. This pro- 
cedure has been repeated at the decease. of each of the first Presidents. 
who have succeeded each: ‘other, and the Church has moved forward along 
the lines marked out by revelation, without interruption, and without a 
sign or symptom of disorganization. 

It is evident from the revelations of God in former and latter times in 
reference to his Church and Kingdom to be set up in the last days that it 
was to be perpetuated, and in that respect to be different from his work 
in previous dispensations. Through the wickedness of mankind the 
authority of the Holy Priesthood was repeatedly taken from the earth, 
but God’s crowning work for the redemption of the earth was to be “The 
Dispensation of the Fulness of Times,” in which all things in Christ both 
in heaven and on earth were to be gathered in one. (Eph. 1: 10.) The 
kingdom which God was to set up in the latter days was not to be “left 
to other people.“ It was never to be destroyed. (Daniel 2: 44.) This 
assurance the Lord has frequently given to his Church and Kingdom 
established by his authority on * 6th, 1830. In a revelation given in 
September, 1830, he said: 

“Unto whom I have committed the keys of m ; mpg and a dispen- 

e fu 


sation of the Gospel for the last times and for ness of times,” etc. 
(Doc. and Cov., Section 27: 13.) b 


In December, 1830, he said: 


“Fear not little flock, the kingdom is yours until I come.” (Doc. and 
Cov., Section 35: 27.) 


On January 2, 1831, he said: 8 


“Behold the kingdom is yours and the enemy shall not overcome.” 
(Doc. and Cov., Section 38: 9.) | 


In J uly 23, 1837, the Lord said concerning his servants: 


“For unto you (the Twelve) and those (the First Presidency) who are 
N with you to be your counselors and your leaders is the power 
of this Priesthood given, for the last days and for the last time, in the 
1125 30) the dispensation of the fulness of times.“ (Doc. and Cov., Section 


The 8 of the Church would be a virtual e of 
God's own promises and predictions. It is clear that he did not intend 
to permit his Church to be thrown down, destroyed, overcome, disorgan- 
ized or left to other people. It was to stand forever.” A reorganization. 
therefore would be superfluous and indeed an absurdity. 

“rejection” of the Church: When the Sainte, 
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after the expulsion from Missouri had settled at Commerce, Illinois, 
begun to build up Nauvoo, they were commanded of the Lord to build a 
Temple to his name. That was a commandment which the Lord says is 
always given to his people. The ordinances in behalf of the dead are to 
be administered in a Temple, and things kept hid from the foundation of 
the world and those pertaining to the dispensation of the fulness of times 
are to be revealed in holy places, where are to be “the oracles” and also 
“statutes and judgments” for the foundation of Zion, and the anointings 
and washings and further ordinances which the Lord promised to reveal 
therein. The erection of that Temple was urged upon the people. The 
Lord foreseeing what would take place with his servants Joseph and 
Hyrum, it was necessary that his people should be stirred up to diligence 
in the performance of that work. He therefore declared that he granted 
unto them a sufficient time to build that house, and said: 

“If you do not these things at the end of the appointmen 7, shall be 
rejected as a Church with your dead, saith the Ford your a 
and Cov., Section 124: 25-41.) 

It is claimed by the so-called “Reorganized” Church that the Saints, 
with the Twelve Apostles at their head and all the quorums of the Holy 
Priesthood and all the institutions ertablished by the Almighty “for the 
last days and for the last time,” were rejected of God and cast out and 
deprived of the means of salvation for themselves and their dead ancestors 
back through all previous generations, because they did not “complete” 
the Temple in Nauvoo. Now it is a matter of history that notwith- 
standing the opposition of the enemies of the Church, the murder of the 
Prophet and Patriarch, the threatenings and plots and ragings of mobo- 
crats, and the scantiness of means for the great work before them, the 
Saints went to with their might and built that house according to the 
commandment of the Lord and the pattern revealed to Joseph Smith, 
which with all the keys and authority and power of the Holy Priesthood 

he had given to the Twelve, and that it was so far completed before the 
exodus from that city that it was dedicated to the Lord, and baptisms 
for the dead were performed in the sacred font, and washings, anointings, 
endowments and other ordinances were solemnized therein, both for the 
living and for the dead. 

But, it is objected by the “Reorganizers” that the Temple was not fully 

“completed,” and Brigham Young is quoted as saying after his arrival in 
Utah, that the Saints would attempt to build a Temple, and that “This 
has been attempted several times, but we have never yet had the privi- 
lege of completing and enjoying one.” Our very technical and disputa- 
tious opponents are never tired of repeating in this connection the words 

“complete” and “completed.” But a careful examination of the word of 
the Lord fails to discover those words or anything equivalent to them. 
The Lord told his people to build a house to him; they did build and use 
it for the purposes he designed. They were not permitted to remain and 
enjoy it. There were, probably, some additions which would have been 
made to “complete” the edifice in the full sense of the term, if the 
builders had remained to enjoy it. A man might build a house, and be- 
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fore the painting, etc., were 
completed, he might be compelled to leave it, or it might be destroyed, 
but the house would be “built” all the same, and he or the person he 
employed to erect it would be called its builder, even if he never “enjoyed 
it.” The Kirtland Temple was built but the people were not permitted 
to remain and enjoy it. The Saints who have been gathered to the Stakes 
of Zion in Utah have been permitted not only to build and complete 
four Temples after the pattern revealed to the Prophet J oseph and made 
known to his. brethren i in the Apostleship, but also to enjoy their occu- 

pancy and receive the oracles and revelations and manifestations from 
God which belong specially to those holy places. This would not have 
been their privilege if they had been “rejected as a Church with their 
dead.” 

It is surprising that sane 8 however biased and prejudiced, could 


entertain the notion that the just and merciful Father and the tender 
and loving Christ would reject the people who had toiled so faithfully to 


obey the commandment given them to build a Temple, because, before 
they could perfectly finish the structure after building it, in consequence 
of the inroad made upon them by their enemies they were compelled to 
forsake all their possessions for the Gospel’s sake! Such a proceeding 
would be contrary to the course and character of Deity since the world 
began, and a contradiction of the word of God on this very subject i in the 

same revelation in which the commandment was given. Here it is: 


“Verily, verily I say unto you, that when I give a commandment to any 
of the sons of men to do a work unto my name, and those sons of men go 
with all their m ight and r all they have to perform that work — 
cease not their diligence, and their enemies come upon them and hinder 
them from n deren . that work, behold, it behooveth me to require that 
work no more at the hands of those sons of men, but to accept of their 
offerings, and the iniquity and transgression of my holy laws and com- 
mandments I will visit upon the heads 8 those who hindered my work 
unto the third and fourth 5 7 long as they repent not and hate 
me, saith the Lord your Therefore for this cause have I accepted 
the offerings of those whom I commanded to build up a city and a house 
unto my name in Jackson County, Missouri, and were hindered by their 
enemies, saith the Lord your God. (Doc. and Cov., Section 124: 49-51.) 


It has been argued by persons who are not disposed to receive God's 
word when it is opposed to their own peculiar ideas, that this word of the 
Lord refers solely to those who were hindered from building a Temple in 
Jackson County, Missouri. That, however, would make the Lord a “res- 
pecter of persons” and a changeable being. The principle enunciated in 
the above quotation is and must be of general application. It is not 
special to one particular occasion or one set of individuals. The Lord 
says: “When 1 give a commandment to Axx of the sons of men,” etc. 
He further says, in verse 53, after speaking of the hindrance of the build- 

ing of his house in Jackson County and its consequences: “And this I 
make an example unto you,” etc. God would be partial indeed if he 
accepted the offering of the people in Jackson County because they were 
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and rejected the offering of His people in Nauvoo who accomplished 80 
much more, and, with trowel in one hand and a weapon of defence in the 
other, ceased not their diligence but built the house of the Lord, and were 
then, like their brethren in Missouri, driven from their homes by blood- 
thirsty mobs who hated them for their devotion to the cause for which 
they were willing to sacrifice all things. 

It is further contended that the expulsion from Illinois and the priva- 
tions and sufferings endured by the Saints in their journey to the Rocky 
Mountains are evidence that the Church was rejected of the Lord. On 
that hypothesis the Church must have been rejected of God at a very 
early date. What about the persecutions in Ohio, the drivings and plun- 
derings and butcheries in Missouri? Were they proofs that the Lord had 
rejected his people? By that kind of reasoning Christ was rejected of 
God when he hung upon the cross; the Apostles and Saints of the first 
century of the Christian era and the prophets of old who were “stoned, 
sawn asunder, slain with the sword, afflicted, tormented, wandering in 
deserts, in mountains, in dens and caves of the earth,” were rejected of 
God. Those who indulge in such contentions forget the Apostle’s declara- 
tion: “They that live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” _ 

In a pamphlet published by the so-called “Reorganized” church on the 
" gubject of the rejection, it is argued that the Lord “rejected Judah for 
their sins,” but that he “did not cast them off forever nor destroy their 
kingdom, nor take from them the Priesthood.” And it announces, “We 
hold that he has so rejected his Church.” On that reasoning, then, the 
Church has not been disorganized, therefore it could not be reorganized. 
Id it has been rejected for the sins of many of its people, when they re- 
pent and turn to the Lord it is that people, that Church, they who bear 
that Holy Priesthood that will be received again to the Lord’s favor, as it 
was with Judah of old. It will not be another church, another people, a 
new organization, but the same Church, the same people, the same Priest- 
hood, the same Kingdom which God set up for the last days and for the 
last time, and which he declared should not be overcome of the world. 
On their own reasoning, therefore, the e secant’ have no status as 
the Church of Christ. 

In meeting this alleged argument, it is not admitted for a moment that 
| the Lord rejected the Church which he established with a promise of its 
perpetuity, nor that any but a minority of its members went into trans- 
gression, nor that the authority and keys of the Holy Priesthood were 
taken away, nor that the Lord in permitting his people to be removed to 
the “Tops of the mountains,” designed any affliction to come upon his 
people except for their benefit and the magnifying of his Church in the 

eyes of the nations. He has fulfilled in their history in the Vales of Utah 
the sayings of the prophets concerning Zion: “The wilderness and the 
solitary place have been made glad for them.“ “Springs have burst forth 
and waters in the desert.” “The branch of the Lord is made beautiful 
and glorious, and the fruit of the earth is excellent and comely for. them 
that are escaped of Israel.” “The Spirit has been poured out from. on 
high;” “The work of righteousness is peace; God's people “dwell i in 
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sure dwellings and quiet resting places; they sow beside all waters.” 
“The eyes of the blind have been opened, the ears of the deaf unstopped. 2 
“The lame leap as the hart; the tongue of the dumb is made to sing.” 

The Lord has lifted up an ensign on the mountains“ where the house 
of the Lord is reared, and people from all nations are flowing unto it. 
“Zion that brought good tidings has gone up into the high mountain,” 
and “the time to favor her, yea the set time is come.” These are the say- 
ings of ancient seers, notably of Isaiah the Prophet, and they are being 
fulfilled in the Zion of the Lord of the latter days, the Church which he 


established in 1830, and which has never been disorganized or rejected or 


overcome. There is and can be but one Church of the true and living God 
on earth, and in that alone is full and complete salvation, exaltation and 


eternal life. 
[To BE CONTINUED.] 


THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. 


Accorpine to an Associated Press dispatch, dated Chicago, July 18, at a 
meeting held the same day in that city, of persons interested in establish- 
ing the identity of Anglo-Saxons with the house of Israel, or the “lost ten 
tribes,” an Anglo-TIsrael association was organized. The object. of the 


association is to spread the truth of the claimed identity with the chosen 


people. It will be the purpose of the organization to hold meetings at 
regular intervals, when papers will be read upon the theme, discussions 
had thereon, questions answered, and literature distributed. The fact 
that England and the United States, the dispatch says, bear all the marks 
by which the kingdom of Israel was to be identified in these latter days, 
and that the people are accomplishing the special mission of this people, 
has been a source of wonder to many Bible students. A temporary 
organization was effected with Geo. E. Inglis as chairman and Geo. Kerr 
as secretary. 

To a great many readers of the Nes that subject i is of much interest. 
They have excellent reasons for believing that the discovery of the iden- 
tity of the ten tribes will be intimately connected with some of the most 
glorious ‘events in the history of the world. Concerning the house of 
Israel the ancient Seers have many predictions. “Israel shall blossom 
and fill the earth with fruiv.” Isaiah 27: 6. “The house of Israel shall 
take them captive whose captives they once were, and they shall rule over 


their oppressors and use them for servants and hand-maids.” Isaiah 14: 
2. Such is the tenor of the predictions. It is noticeable that since the 


attention of ‘the world was called to the matter by the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, the interest among Bible students has deep- 


‘ened; historical as well as biblical research has been instituted and much 


light has un shed Spon tbe once entirely dark subject.— Deseret News. : 


Or all * music, that which reaches farthest into heaven is the 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 1898. 


AN EDUCATED MINISTRY. 


Ir is hard for the people at large to understand how the Latter-day Saints 
can get along without a ministry specially educated and trained for 
preaching. The notion that this is necessary has become so fixed by 
tradition, for generations, that it is now crystalized, and nothing short of 
the power of the Holy Spirit can dissolve that crystalization. 

A Methodist minister, in conversing with the writer on this subject, 
expressed the opinion that, as the people advanced in culture, a trained 
ministry would be absolutely necessary to hold the congregations together. 
In answer he was informed that the Latter-day Saints believe in the say- 
ing of Christ as recorded in the 7th chapter of John, 17th verse, “If any 
man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine.” When a man has a 
perfect knowledge, an educated minister is not needed to hold him to the 
faith, and further, that as nearly all are authorized to preach, the Opn. 
gregations could not possibly outgrow the ministry. 

The Savior did not think a cultured ministry necessary when he P ata 
the poor fishermen of Galilee, and said, “Follow me and I will make you 
fishers of men.” Again we find it recorded in 2 Peter 1: 21, “For the 
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” When men expect to hold 
the people by their eloquence surely the time has come which was fore- 
told by Paul; For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers; 
having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the end 
and shall be turned unto fables.” (2 Tim. 4: 3.) 

In the days of the Apostles the preaching was not to tickle men’s ears 
but to try their hearts, and to turn them from the error of their ways. 
On the day of Pentecost the preaching of Peter caused men to be “pricked 
in their hearts” and made them conscious of their sinful course, for they 
cried to the Apostles, “Men and brethren what shall we do!” (Acts 2: 37.) 
Paul could not have been trying to hold the Thessalonians together by 
his power of oratory and pleasing figures of rhetoric when he said, But 
as we are allowed of God to be put in trust with the Gospel, even so we 
speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. . For 
neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of 
covetousness; God is witness.” (Thess. 2: 4, 5.) | 

It is not the flowery sermon that converts men and holds them to the 
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givento, Peter when he 
declared, Thou art the Christ, the son of the living God“. 

It must not be inferred from the foregoing. that woe are advocating that 
ignoranos is an essential condition for preaching the Gospel; on the con- 
trary, we believe a preacher must first be in possession of the Holy Spirit, 
that he may be enabled to understand the Scriptures through the same 
Spirit by which they were written, and the more thoroughly he is ac- 
quainted with the scriptures the better he is prepared for his calling. But 
we do not believe that to be trained in the constructions put upon the 
sayings of Holy Writ by uninspired commentators will qualify for the 
ministry, for “Knowing this first, that no prophecy is of any private 
interpretation.” (2 Peter 1: 20.) 

If the mind be well stored with a —s ee of the doctrines of Christ, 
the Holy Spirit will bring those things to remembrance that are needed 
on each special occasion, provided the speaker so lives as to put himself 
under of that Spiri A. W. 


By . from Elder Geo. H. Budd, who is laboring in Rn we are 
informed that the power of the Lord was made manifest to a marked 
degree in favor of Sister Esther Thorpe, who had taken so violent a fit 
that it required three men to hold her. 

After the Elders had performed the ordinance of anointing with oil and 
laying on of hands and praying for her, she was immediately relieved 
from the fit, which had lasted about three hours. This was witnessed by 
three who were not Church members. 


Tun following named party, who have been visiting relatives and 
friends in Great Britain, started from Liverpool for their homes in the 
vales of Utah, on August 17, 1898, on board the White Star Line steamship 
Teutonic: Wm. L. S. Binder, William Spicer, Elija Aris, Ada Wallace, 
F. M. Shimming, Mabel Buckle and Pearl Buckle. 


Wut the Elders who order tracts from the office from time to time, 
_ kindly note that if they place the name of the conference, wherein they 
are laboring, at the top of their order much valuable time can be saved 
and the risk nn the same orders enen conference Wang 


obviated. 


—The wing missionaries Zion on 
the American Liner Waesland on August 24, 1898. For the British Mission 
—John Jones, Woodland; Joseph W. Smith, Snowflake, Arizona; D. N. 
White, Brigham; F. G. Ralph, Hyrum; Geo. Colling Wood, Willard; 
Joseph Boyes, Big Cottonwood ; Joseph Reeder, Brigham; Francis Merrell, 
Brigham; Henry Catmull, Idaho. Falls. For the German Mission— 
Clarence M. Cannon of Forest Dale. For the Turkish Mission—J. W. 
Alpine. Tor the Scandinavian Mission —J. of 
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Elder John A. Widtsoe, Prof. of Chemistry in the Agricultural College 
of Utah, was with the company on his way to Germany to enter as a 
student in the University of Göttingen. Elder Widtsoe also has a mis- 
sionary’s certificate and will do work in that line while he remains in 
Germany. His wife, Sister Leah D. Widteoe, and her sister, Miss * 
Lucy Gates, accompany him on his mission. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS. 


Tu following named Elders have been honorably released to return home 
by the Anchor Line Steamship, Cit of Rome, which sails from Paseo, 
August 27, 1898: . 5 

Wm. A. Bate, Traveling Elder in the 1 Conference. | 

Wm. J. Mortimer, Traveling Elder in the Cheltenham Conference. = 

Nephi Bailey, Traveling Elder in the &iverpool Conference. 1 

The following are honorably released to return home by the 8. 8. 
Furnessia, which sails from Glasgow September 8, 1898: 

George E. Carpenter, Assistant Editor of the MILLENNIAL STAR. 

Joseph B. Walton, President of the Newcastle Conference. 

David Archibald, Traveling Elder in the Scottish Conference. 
Wm. Pender, Traveling Elder in the Soottiah Conference, on account ‘of 
failing health. 

The following are honorably released to return 2 on the 8. 8. 
Anchoria, which sails from Glasgow October 1, 18982 5 

Joshua H. Paul, President of the e ee Conference. 

Joseph Smith, Traveling Elder in the Birmingham Conference. 

E. S. Jenkins, Traveling Elder in the Leeds Conference. : 

Wm. D. Turner, Traveling Elder in the Liverpool Conference. 

Wm. H. Pitt, Traveling Elder in the Norwich Conference. 

James Blake, President of the Manchester Conference. 

B. S. Wilson, Traveling Elder in the Nottingham Conference. 


APPOINTMENTS.— Elder Thomas Gilchrist has been released as Traveling 
Elder in the Scottish Conference, and appointed to preside over the Wem 
castle Conference. 

Elder James Briggs, Traveling Elder in the Masehectst aten 1 
been appointed to succeed Elder Blake as President of that conference. 

Joseph Boyes has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder it in the 
Leeds Conference. 

John Jones and Henry Catmull have been appointed to labor as Travel 
ing Elders in the Norwich Conference. 

Geo. Colling Wood has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in 
the Manchester Conference. 

Joseph W. Smith and Francis Merrell ive’ been appointed to Inbor as 
Traveling Elders in the [rish Conference. 

Jos. M. Reeder has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Eder in the 
London Conference. 
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Fred. G. Ralph has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in the 
Cheltenham Conference. 

David N. White has been appointed to labor as a ‘Traveling Elder in the 

Birmingham Conference. 


— 


THE GOSPEL IN ANCIENT BRITAIN. 


BY ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS. 


[Continued from page 501.) 
CHAPTER IV. 


British Sars IT Rome—Pavr—Rvurvus 
MaRTIAL’s EpIGRAMS—PoMPONIA GRAECINA. 


THERE were British saints in Rome before there were saints in Britain. 
This seems very clear to me. Paul in his epistle to the Romans writes: 
“Salute Rufus, chosen i in the Lord.“ This epistle is generally understood 
to have been written A. D. 60; though the question of dates is a very 
complicated one, and many Re are raised to those given in the 
“ Authorized” translation of the New Testament. Four years later, Paul 
writing from Rome to the Philippianst says: All the saints salute you, 
chiefly they that are of Caesar's household,“ showing that at that early 
date the Clospel had been accepted and obeyed by members of the house- 
hold of the Roman Emperor. Again, while still at Rome (A. D. 66), Paul 
writes to Timothy, his “dearly beloved son” in Christ, Eubulus greeteth 
thee, and Pudens, and Linus and Claudia and all the brethren.“ 

What this has to do with British saints in Rome may not unreasonably 
be asked. Simply this, that Rufus and Pudens were the same man; that 
he married Claudia; that Claudia was a British maiden, possibly the 
daughter of Caradoc. The proofs are these: 

By a strange coincidence, or by a Divine arrangement, most probably 
the latter, at the same time that Caradoc and his kinsfolks dwelt in Rome 
there also resided there a famous Roman poet named * who in one 
of his epigrams writes as follows:. 


* Romans 16: 14 
+ Philippians— The people of Philippi, a town of Macedonia, about nine miles from . 
the Mediterranean Sea. Paul visited and ministered there, and when in Rome, prob- 
ably A. D. 63, wrote the Epistle to them found iq the New Testament : 

T Philippians 4: 22. 

§ Timothy—A disciple and companion of the Apostle Paul; e 
have been Bishop of the Christian Church at Ephesus. 

II Timothy 4: 21. 

Martial A Latin of 14 boolis of Hs wos born at 
Spain, A. D. 43; died in Spain about 104. He dwelt mostly at Rome; barn 
‘knows of Mis | | 

++ “Claudia, Rufe, meonubit Peregrina Pudenti: 

Macte esto tacdis, O Hymenaee tuis! Lib. 4, Epig. 13, 
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dl “© Rufus! Pudens whom I own my friend, 
Has taken the foreign Claudia for his wife, 
Propitious Hymen; light thy torch, and send, 
Long years of bliss to their united life!” 3 
In this verse it should be observed that the poet gives the bridegroom 
two names Rufus and Pudens, two mentioned by Paul Many, probably 
all the Romans of note, had two names, one often given as a surname to 
emphasize some gift or characteristic peculiar to the person. In this case 
Pudens is that name, and it is the one that is linked with Claudia in 
Paul’s letter to Timothy; Claudia as the wife of Rufus was known as 
Rufina. 
In another epigram* written after Claudia’ s marriage, Martial says :t 
From painted Britons how was Claudia born! 
The fair barbarian! how do arts adorn! | 
When Roman charms a Grecian soul 3 
Athens and Rome may for the dame contend.” — 


Here then are these remarkable statements from a An . 
ested witness that the fair Claudia was a foreigner, a barbarian, and, to 
be exact, a British maiden. 

We will now insert a portion of the argument of the Rev. Canon Bowles 
on this question: 

“In the year 60 of the Christian era, St. Paul says, in his epistle to the 
Romans, ‘Salute Rufus.’ But six years afterward, in the second epistle to 
Timothy, he says, ‘Eubulus greeteth thee, and Pudens, and Linus, and 
Claudia” Now a celebrated citizen of Rome, at this time, called Rufus, 
was afterwards married to a British lady, called from the custom of hav- 
ing the names from high Romans, Claudia from Claudius; and this Rufus, 
distinguished for wisdom and virtue, received, it is said, on account of his 
modesty and virtues, and gentleness, the name of Pudens; by this name 
probably distinguished as a Christian convert, first called Rufus, as in the | 
epistle to the Romans, ‘Chosen of the Lord.’ Let any thinking man 
weigh this singular circumstance. Without the remotest design, Rufus is 
mentioned by St. Paul in the epistle to the Romans; and in the epistle to 
Timothy, Pudens is joined in the same sentence with Claudia, and that 
Claudia was married to Rufus, called afterwards Pudens, and that she was 
a Briton, is clear from the lines of Martial: and thus one line of a contem- 
porary poet proves accidentally two things, both remarkable—that Claudia 
‘was a British lady married to Rufus, and therefore called Claudia 8 
and that this Rufus was afterwards called Pudens.“ 

Mr. Parry tells the story as follows: 

“It is a remarkable and interesting fact, that the detention of the 
British hostages should have been coincident with the Apostle Paul's 


* Epigram—A short poem, serious or mocking, containing ur. or » eulogy. 
| 7 “Olaudis ooereleis cum sit Rufina Britannis 
Edita, quam Latiae pectora plebis habit? 

Quale decus formae! Romanam credere matres 


Tialides ponvunt, Atthides ene Lib, 11, Epig. 54 


7 
. 
9 


residence, as a prisoner, at Rome; and it is a no less rémarkable coinci- 
dence, that they should be released from confinement in the same year in 
which St. Paul was set at liberty. Caractacus and his family went to 
Rome A. D. 51, and remained there seven years; Paul was sent there in 
A. D. 56, and stayed there two years. Nothing could be more convenient 
for St. Paul’s mission to the Gentiles than the opportunity which their 
return must have afforded him; and nothing more probable than that he 
should embrace so favorable an opportunity of extending the knowledge 
of Christianity. Be that as it may, however, as Bran and Caradoc, other- 
wise Brennus and Caractacus, were Welsh princes, we may safely concludé 
that Christianity made its way into Wales as early as into any part of 
this kingdom. When Bran returned to his native land, some of his family, 
it is thought, stayed behind and settled at Rome. Of these, Claudia, 
mentioned with Pudens and Linus, is deemed to have been one, and sup- 
posed to be the same with Claudia, the wife of Pudens, upon whose marri- 
age Martial the Poet composed one of his epigrams. Martial's Caudia was 
undoubtedly a British bay as appears by the poet’s encomium upon the 
graces of her person. 

Such distinguished commentators on this subject as Ussher* and Still- 
ingfleett also believed that Paul’s Claudia and Martial’s Claudia Rufina 
were one and the same ee Ussher concludes that she was the 
daughter of Caradoc. — 

The Rev; Mr. Morgan goes further. He gives the family biabey =: 
Pudens ‘and his wife. According to this gentleman “His (Caradoc’s) — 
daughter Gladys, or Claudia, was married to Rufus Pudens, a Roman 
Patrician who had filled high civil and military positions in Britain, and 
whose estates lay in the Umbrian Appennines. Four children were the 
issue of this marriage—St. Timotheus, St. Novatus, St. Pudentiana, St. 
Praxees. Two of the brothers of Claudia were St. Cyllinus, who ended 
his days in Britain, and Linus (Lleyn) who afterwards was ordained first 
bishop of the Gentile Church of Rome, by St. Paul—as St. Clement was 
of the Hebrew Church.“ 8 


Usher, or Ussher, James. PRE TN 4, 1580; died in Reigate, Surrey, 
England, March 20, 1656. A British prelate, theologian and scholar. In 1620 he was 
appointed Bishop of Meath, and became Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of Ireland 
1624 or 1625. In the civil war he espoused the cause of Charles I. His scheme of «Bib- 
lical chronology is the one that appears in the King James” translation. Recent in- 
vestigations have disproved many of his dates. 

+ Stillingfleet, Edward. Born at Cranborne, Dorset, England, April 17, 1635, died at 
Westminster, March 28, 1699. A noted theologian and prelate. He was made Bishop 
of Worcester in 1689. He wrote several controversial and historical works. 

4 In many tables of the Bishops of Rome Linus is given as the successor of Peter. 
Peter may have acted as Bishop of Rome (if he was ever in that City, which is strongly 
disputed), by the right of the higher to officiate in the lesser offices of the priesthood. 
As an Apostle he may have acted as a Bishop for the time being until some other officer 
of the priesthood was ordained and set apart to that position. Such instances have been 
the Twelve Apostles have acted as Presidents of Stakes. 


§ It is there were two Bishop’s wards in Rome, one in charge of 
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If Linus, as here stated was brother of Claudia, we can understand why 
Paul places his name between Pudens and Claudia; the two males of the 
family being first named and then the sister. The evidence that Claudia 
was the daughter of Caradoc is not convincing. Other writers assert that 
she was the daughter of Cogidunas, a British King, who reigned over the 
Regni. The theory that she was the daughter of Caradoc is based on the 
following assumptions: That at the time that her father was brought be- 
fore Claudius she was with him; that when the emperor ordered the chains 
to be removed from Caradoc’s person he (Claudius), struck by the child's 
innocence and beauty, and feeling pity for her, adopted her, and in con- 
sideration of this adoption she was given the name of Claudia, the tem 
inine form of Claudius. Her British name was Gladys. 7 

There was another distinguished British lady of those early days —— 
is claimed as a Christian. In her case the evidence is not as direct as in 
that of Claudia Rufina, but the presumption is strong that such was the 
truth. The facts are given as follows in Yoewell’s “Chronicles of the 
Ancient British Church :” 

“Pomponia Graecina* was the wife of Aulus Plautius, the first governor 
of Britain, and one of the most distinguished of Claudius’ generals. The 
following is the account which Tacitus gives us of this lady. Pomponia 
Graecina, an illustrious lady, the wife of Aulus Plautius (who, upon. his 
return from Britain, had been honored with an ovation), being accused 
of having embraced a foreign superstition, her trial was committed to her 
husband. He, accordiag to the ancient institutions of Rome, having made 
solemn inquiry, in the presence of her relations, respecting any charges 
affecting her Mie and reputation, pronounced her innocent. After this, 
Pomponis’ s life was protracted through a long course of melancholy 
years. That Christianity is here meant by the ‘Foreign superstition’ is 
evident from the heathen writers of that time, such as Suetonius, Pliny, 
and others. This trial took place, according to Stillingfleet, when Nero 
and Calpurnius Piso were consuls (A. D. 57), after St. Paul’s arrival at 
Rome, which makes it probable that she was one of his converts; by 
whom he may be informed of the state and condition of Britain.” , 
[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


Pw—— 


THE pure in heart see God because they keep their eyes clean. 


Kr your head cool that you may see aright, and your heart warm 
that you may do right. <i 


and the other of Ulement. If this be true it would explain the confusion that exists as 
to who was the first Bishop of Rome. It is not impossible that one of the wards was 
composed of converted Jews, of whom Clement was the Bishop; the other of Gentile 
members of the Church, over whom Linus presided. There are good reasons to believe 


Hammond Of Schism,” chap. 4. 


Mr. Morgan says that Pomponia Graecina was the sister of Arviragus; by tradition 
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‘OUGHT. GIRLS TO PAY TITHING? 


Way not? To those who accept the doctrine. of. tithe-paying, it would 
seem that the second question is the more difficult of the two. What 
have the girls done that they should be excluded from the privileges and 
_ blessings promised to the faithful, cheerful giver? As may be said of any 
other principle or practice established in the Church of Christ, tithing 
has been instituted for the benefit of those who choose to accept and 


apply it. Think you that He, to whom we professedly give in our tithes, 


is in need of such paltry offerings? His house will be sustained, His 
church will thrive, without your individual gift or mine; but can you 
and I afford to lose the benefit that comes from our giving? Our Father 
‘ would have us give, that we may become practiced in the divine attri- 
bute of liberality. And en een is essential in our preparation for 
a home in the city of God. 

A definite promise has sa 4 to the honast einen tithes and offer- 
ings, that blessings of a material kind shall be showered upon him through 
the windows of heaven, so that his storehouses shall be too small to hold 


the bounty... Yet, great as is this return gift, it is perhaps the least of all 


the good results that attend the giver. To have the heart opened, the 


soul enriched, the nature made more God-like, is better than to become 


richer merely. And in the day of the great test only those who have 
attained to these excellencies will stand: hence we are told that the 
Lord's people must be tithed “To prepare them against the day of venge- 
ance and burning.” 


Women and girls who are I are entitled to the privilege of 


paying a tenth of their inoome into the store house of God; and though 
that tenth be but a dime, it is as truly a hundred per cent of what is 
required as is the thousand dollars constituting the rich man’s tithe. | 

I have heard cited by one of our prominent Church officials the incident 
of an indigent widow, whose support was drawn almost entirely from the 
ward. She was employed to render such service as was suited to her con- 
dition in the meeting house, and in the various local institutions. 

At stated intervals the bishop placed at her disposal a small amount of 
money and provisions, and as regularly did she return a tenth, and ask 
for credit as a tithe-payer in Zion. One of the ward officers, not fully 
comprehending; the sister’s purpose, protested against what he considered 
a useless and empty form of giving. Why should that woman be per- 
mitted toencumber the record books with statements of trifling payments, 
when she had to receive back straightway all that she gave and more 
beside? But the widow pleaded that her mite be not rejected, and that 
she be not deprived of the privilege accorded by divine decree to every 
member of God's Church. She asserted that in her younger days, and 
particularly during her husband’s life, when wages had come regularly 
into the house, a tenth had been invariably sent to the store house of the 
Lord; and now that she, was alone, with little return for current daily 
toil, and with only the gift of charity for her support, still was the trifle 
that came to her her own zit, wus her income, and could she not have the 
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